
     

 99 Ways to Raise Funds for the YWCA  

 

The fundraisers listed in this booklet are great ways to start raising funds for your YWCA. These 

ideas are for you to use for your employees and customers – many of these ideas are even great 

for friends and families. Do they fit with your group? If not, they can be adapted or combined 

with a current fundraiser. Get creative! 

There are many ways to make your fundraisers both successful and fun. Use raffles and prizes 

as incentives – or ask a local celebrity to get involved in your event. Consider asking for 

matching funds, event underwriting, or securing financial or in-kind donations of goods or 

services. 

The possibilities are endless, but one thing remains the same – every dollar you raise impacts 

women and children at the YWCA in your community. You are making a difference in the lives of 

women and children, one dollar at a time. 

Thank you for your commitment to supporting YWCA Edmonton and the thousands we serve 

each year through our counselling centre, girl empowerment programs, disability services, and 

outdoor education! 

1. 50/50 Raffle: Raffle a chance to win cash with your employees and customers. For 

every dollar raised, half of the pot goes to the winner and the other half goes to 

YWCA Edmonton. 

 

2. Associate Cook-Off: Have associates bring their favorite dish. At lunch, charge 

associates a small fee to sample the 

food. Have everyone vote for the food 

they liked best and award the winning 

chef! 

 

3. Auctions: Gather donated items and host 

a live or silent auction. The more items 

you have, and the more unique they are, 

the more money you will make. 

 

4. Bake Sale: Collect baked goods and host 

a bake sale in your office.  

 

4. Bake Sale 
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5. Barbecue: Hold a sidewalk BBQ to sell hotdogs, burgers, chips and soda. This is a 

great event for weekends or holidays. Often vendors will donate the items for this 

event. 

 

6. Bike-A-Thon: Participants enlist sponsors to pledge a YWCA contribution for every 

mile or every hour the participant rides. 

 

7. BINGO: Sell bingo cards as customers come in. Have an ongoing BINGO game. Get 

fun prizes, free food or product for winners. 

 

8. Bowl-A-Thon: Participants collect pledges and then bowl a set number of games. 

Set a per-person minimum amount to raise ($50?) for each participant. 

 

9. Camp Cook-Out: Plan a BBQ at a local park with all your favorite camp foods and 

charge a set fee for participation. Outdoor games and activities, and raffle prizes 

can add to the fun. 

 

10. Car Bashing: Get an old car donated from a junk yard. Ask employees and 

customers can donate for an opportunity to “bash” the car. 

 

11. Car Wash:  A few buckets, sponges, 

some mild dish detergent, soft towels, 

water and lots of elbow grease is all it 

takes to turn a few spare hours into 

extra cash. Prices can range from $2 - 

$5. Three volunteers per car is the rule 

of thumb. 

 

12. Cards for Cash: For every gift card 

purchased during the campaign period, 

the company makes a percentage donation to YWCA Edmonton. 

 

13. Carnivals: Hold a carnival in your store’s parking lot. Provide games and 

entertainment etc. with all proceeds benefitting YWCA.  

 

14. Casual for Camp Kids Day: For a donation, employees are allowed to dress casually 

on a specified day. Proceeds can help send kids to YWCA’s Camp YoWoChAs! 

 

11. Car Wash 
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15. Celebrity Baggers: Invite local celebrities in the community (business leaders, 

Councillors, local TV and radio personalities, etc.) to bag items for your customers 

and receive tips for YWCA Edmonton. 

 

16. Celebrity Servers:  Arrange an evening of dining and entertainment at a local 

restaurant, hall, or other location. Sell tables for the evening to vendors or local 

businesses, and then recruit local politicians, athletes, or media personalities to 

wait tables at the event.  

 

17. Change Bandits: Have associates dress up as bandits one day a week and collect 

pocket change from employees or customers. 

 

18. Cheap Auction: Gather 50-100 items. Sell tickets for $1each or 6 for $5. Ticket 

holders can choose which items they want to “take a chance at” by placing a ticket 

in the corresponding jar. A winning ticket will be randomly chosen from each jar. 

 

19. Coat Check for Charity: Offer a coat check service to your customers during the 

winter months for donations. 

 

20. Coin Collections:  Creative ways of coin collecting really add up. Attach decorated 

canisters to your cash registers. 

 

21. Concert: Sell tickets to a concert 

by local musicians. Sell 

concessions, food, or 

merchandise for donations. 

Invite participating artists to 

donate a percentage of their 

merchandise sold.  

 

22. Cookbook Sales: Get associates, 

friends, and family to contribute 

some of their favorite recipes and compile a YWCA cookbook. You can even ask local 

celebrities to participate with their favorite recipes. 

 

 

21. Concert 
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23. Counting On You: Participants guess the quantity 

of jelly beans, paper clips, marbles, coins, 

M&Ms, etc. Participants pay to enter the 

counting contest and the winner gets a prize. 

 

24. Crazy Hat Contest: Employees design wild hats 

to wear to work on a specific day. For a specified 

donation each participant will be entered into 

prize categories. Winners can be determined by 

vote, by committee, or by a selected manager. 

 

25. Cups of Coins: Provide a take-home cup for 

children to take home and return full of change. 

 

26. Day of Giving – Products: Pick one day and a specified product. Donate a set 

amount for each sold, or provide the item free for a donation. 

 

27. Day of Giving – Services: Find ways to take what your speciality is (hair cuts, pet 

grooming, pedicures, fitness classes etc.) and offer it to the public for donations. 

 

28. Derby Day: Host a day of field events such as a 5K run, and obstacle course, a tug-

of-war etc. 

 

29. Dessert Tasting Parties: Ask customers and associates to make a small 

contribution to try different desserts and concessions. Coffee and tea can also be 

sold at this event. 

 

30. Do My Job: For a donation employees challenge a manager to switch job 

responsibilities for an hour, a morning, or afternoon. 

 

31. Donation per Transaction: Create a one-time or ongoing promotion in which a 

donation will be made for every transaction processed (e.g. hair cut, home sale etc.) 

 

32. Dunk Tank: Rent a dunk tank and give employees a chance to dunk their favorite 

manager or co-worker for a donation. 

 

23. Counting on You 
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33. Employee Payroll Giving: Conduct an employee giving campaign through automatic 

paycheck deductions. YWCA staff can help host a campaign and kickoff meeting. 

Contact YWCA for more information. 

 

34. Fence Fundraising: Use a space inside your building or outside fences, to sell 

spaces for vendors and customers to place promotional banners/advertisements. 

 

35. First Friday Fundraisers: Organize a simple fundraiser at work for the first Friday 

of each month: coin canisters, dress-down days, bake sales etc. 

 

36. Gaming Contest: Set up a video game contest like Guitar Hero, Rock Band or 

Nintendo Wii Sports game. Pay to enter and win prizes. 

 

37. Golf Challenge: Teams play (best ball) 36 holes in one day and get pledges for the 

number of holes their team can play in par or less. If the team gets par on a hole the 

donor pays the pledge for that hole. If they birdie the hole, the donor pays twice the 

pledge, etc. If a team bogies or worse, the team has to pay. Bogie is $10, double 

bogie is $20, etc. The team with the best score wins a prize. 

 

38. Gumball Lottery: Fill a gumball machine with 

gum and plastic ball containers with vouchers 

good for days off, additional break time, 

privilege parking, or any other item of value. 

 

39. Hit it in Heels! Set up a hole at your company 

golf tournament where you must tee off in a 

pair of heels or make a donation to the YWCA. 

(Speak to us about borrowing large sized 

heels.)  

 

40. Hot Chocolate Cold Days: Sell a cup of hot 

chocolate (or other hot beverage) on a cold day 

for a quarter, or ask your local coffee shop to 

help with your fundraiser. 

 

41. Ice Cream Social: Plan a summer day for ice cream, games and music to bring 

associates, customers, and their families together. Partner with an ice cream 

vendor if possible, and charge participants for ice cream. 

39. Hit it in Heels 
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42. It’s Raining Money: Hang gold umbrellas from the ceiling near the cash register. 

Ask employees and customers to throw their spare change in the umbrellas. 

 

43. Jail and Bail: Involve the local police department or mall security. The ‘arrested” 

must call friends to raise funds to be set free. They must raise a certain amount of 

money to “post bail.” Participants can also be “jailed” in your store. 

 

44. Kiss for You: Have index-sized cards printed to say “A Kiss For You – Thank you for 

your donation to YWCA Edmonton.” Tape a Hershey Kiss to the card and give out to 

customers who donate. 

 

45. Ladies’ Night Shopping Party: 

Arrange an evening for your store to 

stay open after hours for ladies only. 

A cover charge can include treats 

and a wine tasting. Or instead of a 

cover charge, donate a percentage of 

each purchased item to YWCA 

Edmonton.  

 

46. Magical Mondays: Work out an 

arrangement to make gourmet coffee or tea in place of the regular hot drinks and 

request a dollar donation from co-workers for a cup. Add tasty treats to raise 

additional funds. 

 

47. Marshmallow Putting Contest: Using a golf green, have employees and customers 

try to putt marshmallows into the hole. An employee makes a donation for each 

attempt. Reward hole-in-ones with special prizes or a raffle for a larger prize. Try 

putting with other tools found around the office or store such as a plunger, a broom 

stick etc. 

 

48. Miniature Golf Marathon: Set up a small miniature golf course for customers or 

employees to pay to play. Ask vendors or local businesses to donate prizes. 

 

49. Money Rolls: Attach an empty coin roll to every associate’s check on payday and ask 

them if they would turn it back to YWCA Edmonton when they fill it up. Start small 

and work your way up! 

45. Ladies’ Night Shopping Party 
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50. Office Auction: Auction any rare commodity around the office (such as a day off with 

pay or privileged parking for a week). 

 

51. Packaged Goods: Add the YWCA Edmonton logo to a packaged product and donate a 

set amount for every item sold. 

 

52. Pancake Breakfast: Host a public pancake breakfast, charging a set fee for the 

meal. 

 

53. Parking Spot Auction: Auction premier parking spots to employees for a week or 

month. Make it special by creating signs or decorating the parking spots with the 

employees’ names. 

 

54. Pie in the Eye: Auction off pies 

(made of whipped cream) to be 

thrown at individuals in your 

store. Managers make good 

targets.  

 

55. Pop a Donation: Sell bags of 

popcorn. Popcorn costs 

approximately fifty cents a bag 

and can be sold for $1. 

 

56. Potluck Days: Have everyone bring their favorite dish along with copies of their 

recipe. Employees make a donation to eat lunch and copies of the recipes are sold 

or auctioned. 

 

57. Quarter Mile: Collect enough quarters to stretch them a quarter mile (402m) 

through a store or parking lot. You can try to do this for a mile as well! 

 

58. Remote Control Car Race: Host a remote-control car race in your office for 

employees. Make a donation to participate or to challenge a manager to a race. 

 

59. Rent a Manager: Associates make donations based on jobs that they would like 

their manager to perform for one hour. (Managers must be willing). Associates can 

do this as a group. 

54. Pie in the Eye 
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60. Restaurant Fundraisers: Servers donate their tips for a day; cashier/server asks 

customers to round up the bill for the change. Host weekend raffles of cakes, 

chocolate strawberries etc. 

 

61. Root Beer Floats: Sell root beer or Coke floats for $2. Fairly low cost with a minimal 

number of volunteers needed. 

 

62. Round-Up: Ask customers to “round up” their change from the cost of their 

purchases. If something costs $1.10 ask them to give the remaining 90 cents to 

YWCA Edmonton. Ask employees to dress up as cowboys for the round up! 

 

63. Scavenger Hunt: Each team (or individual) gets pledges to participate. The team 

that finds all the clues first wins the grand prize. Have first, second and third place 

prizes, and a token gift for each participant. 

 

64. Sell Messages in Company Newsletter or School Newspaper: Parents may want to 

wish their child a happy birthday. Students may want to put in a funny photo. Co-

workers might use the space to advertise items for sale or to thank someone for a 

job well done. 

 

65. Silly Hat or Vest: Pass a silly hat or vest around the store from one associate to 

another. Set a minimum in donations that must be collected allowing the associate 

to pass it on to the next associate. 

 

66. Silly String Shoot Out: Auction cans of 

silly string to be sprayed at managers. 

 

67. Skate-A-Thon: Have the use of a skating 

rink donated for a couple of hours. 

Participants get sponsors and individuals 

to pledge for the hours or laps they 

skate. Have a concession stand to raise 

additional funds. 

 

68. Sock Hop: Sponsor a Sock Hop to benefit YWCA Edmonton. Hold the event at a local 

dance, gym or community center. Sell tickets in advance or charge an entry fee at 

the door. Refreshments, dress-up contests and door prizes can add to the fun. 

67. Skate-A-Thon 
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69. Softball Game: Set up teams within your store or challenge another store team. 

Charge an entry fee to play.  

 

70. Sports Days: Have a putt-putt golf tournament, a football skills contest, a 

basketball shoot out, or other sports event. Participants pay an entry fee for the 

contest. 

 

71. Sports Tournament: Tournaments can be designed for associates, managers, 

vendor partners, and/or the general public. Set up a traditional-style tournament 

such as golf, bowling, or basketball complete with an entry fee, teams, and prizes. 

Or, select a less traditional tournament such as broom hockey, ultimate Frisbee, or 

fishing. Include local celebrities if possible to increase interest in the event. 

 

72. Store-to-Store Competition: Challenge another store in your community or create 

a fundraising competition between departments in your store. The losing 

department agrees to cook lunch for the winners or to dress like clowns for a day. 

 

73. Stuff the Bag: Challenge customers and associates to make a donation for a chance 

to stuff a sleeping bag to capacity with balls, rolls of paper, balloons, etc. Award a 

new sleeping bag to the person or team with the fastest time. Ask for additional 

donations for the chance to guess the maximum number of items stuffed an award 

a prize to the winner. 

 

74. Super Bowl/Grey Cup/Stanley Cup 

Party: Have a party, charge admission, 

and have people bring lots of food! Hold 

a raffle to raise additional funds. To 

make it more interesting, dress as your 

favorite player or make it mandatory to 

wear team clothing for entry. The same 

ideas can be adapted to other playoffs.  

 

75. Swim-A-Thon: Each swimmer who competes must complete a set number of laps 

during a designated day. Individuals and sponsors are recruited to pledge a certain 

amount for each lap. 

 

74. Grey Cup Party 
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76. Team Relay Challenge: Walk, bike, bowl, skate or even read for 24 hours straight. 

Create teams within departments with 1 hour “turns.” Collect pledges for each 

hour, or lap, or mile etc. 

 

77. Tennis Ball Race: For a set donation a customer or an employee can “adopt” a 

tennis ball and decorate it. On race day, place all tennis balls in a large bin atop a 

hill. Dump the contents down the hill to start the race. The first tennis ball to reach 

the bottom wins its owner a prize. 

 

78. Trash to Treasure: As the saying 

goes, “One man’s trash is another 

man’s treasure.” A yard sale is a 

great way for staff to get rid of all 

that perfectly good “stuff” they just 

don’t use, and help the YWCA at the 

same time. Advertise the sale in 

advance and have staff commit to 

take responsibility for any items 

that do not sell.  

 

79. Treasure Chest: Fill a chest with donated prizes and sell keys to open the chest. 

 

80. Trike Race: Adults race tricycles. Get store managers to participate. Have them 

wear funny costumes and come up with silly names. Have people place their bids 

with half the proceeds going to the winner and half to YWCA Edmonton. 

 

81. Trivia Night: Host a trivia night using a board game such as “Trivial Pursuit.” 

Charge admission to the event or pair the evening with a silent auction. 

 

82. Ugly Tie Contest: Have willing participants submit their ugliest tie (or other attire or 

accessory) for a specified donation. Employees and customer can vote for the 

“ugliest tie” and award the winner with a brand new tie. Arrange for a local tie store 

or vendor to sponsor the event. 

83. Used-Book Fair: Ask associates and customers to donate their used books to a sale 

for YWCA. Give them two or three weeks to bring in the books. Award all 

contributors by giving them a YWCA sticker. When you have all the books collected, 

organize your book sale. Because all the items are donated, 100% of the proceeds 

go to YWCA. 

78. Trash to Treasure 
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84. Veggie Basketball: Host a basketball free-throw competition with strange fruits or 

vegetables such as lettuce, cantaloupe, melon etc., in place of a basketball. Or 

challenge other employees to a game of ”H.O.R.S.E.” 

 

85. Window Washers: Ask managers to wash the windows of employees’ cars for 

donations. 

 

86. Wishing Well: Nobody can resist dropping a quarter or two into a wishing well. To 

be effective, the well needs to be placed in a high-traffic area. 

 

Holiday-Based Events 

 

87. Breakfast with the Easter Bunny (or another character): Host a breakfast with the 

Easter Bunny. Attending children receive breakfast and a picture of themselves with 

the character. 

 

88. Chain of Hearts: During the month of February sell 

paper chain links and hearts to customers. Attach 

the links together to make a paper chain and use 

the hearts to decorate the chain. 

 

89. Easter Egg Draw: Fill plastic eggs with prizes and 

candy. Put them in a big bin and sell for $1 each. 

 

90. Easter Egg Hunt: Host an in-store Easter egg hunt. 

Charge $1 entry fee for each child.  

 

91. Fundraising Flowers: Sell carnations for $1 with a note card during holidays or 

special events. Admin Professionals’ Day, Easter, Valentine’s Day and many other 

holidays are perfect for this event.  

 

92. Gift-Wrapping: During holidays (Christmas, Mothers Day, and Valentine’s Day etc.) 

set up a gift wrapping table. Charge a set fee or take donations.  

 

 

90. Easter Egg Hunt 
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93. Halloween Costume Contest: Employees dress up for Halloween and compete for 

prizes for most creative, funniest, most kid-friendly etc. Take photos of the 

participants at the beginning of the day and have employees and customers vote 

with spare change in designated canisters. 

 

94. Holiday Balloons: Sell holiday balloons for $1 in the color to match the holiday. 

Have prizes donated (sodas, movie tickets, etc.). Tie notes on the string of each 

balloon. Some of the balloons will be marked “You Won” and others “Thanks for 

making a difference.” 

 

95. Holiday Baskets: Using overstocked goods, create baskets full of food or other 

prizes and auction or raffle them to employees or customers. 

 

96. Light up a Life: Set up a holiday tree with 1,000 lights on it, but leave the bulbs 

slightly unscrewed. With every donation a customer turns a bulb on. 

 

97. Pumpkin Carving Contest: Host a 

competition for the best or 

strangest design carved into a 

pumpkin. Have employees and 

customers vote for their favorite 

using spare change.  

 

98. Trick of Treat for Cash: Instead 

of trick or treating for candies, 

tick-or-treat for cash by asking 

for a donation. 

 

99. Valentine’s Cookies: Let associates or customers decorate pre-made Valentine’s 

cookies for a specified donation to YWCA Edmonton. Can also be done for other 

holidays (Christmas, Easter, and St. Patrick’s Day etc.) 

Whichever fundraiser you choose, the money you raise will give the gift of 

health, hope, and healing to the thousands of women families who come 

to the YWCA Edmonton every year. 

Thank you!  

97. Pumpkin Carving Contest 

 

 

 


